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Messagefrom the Principal

I would like to take this opportunity to introducemyselfas the new
Principalof MascallsAcademy.

The summer break has brought about a number of significant
changesfor Mascalls,not just in the changeof name. Thefinal sign
off, to becomea memberof the LeighAcademiesTrusttook placeat
the end of the summerbreak. ThismakesMascallsone of twelve
schools, within the trust, where collaboration, challenge and
expectation will further support the work already undertaken, at
Mascalls,in becominganΨhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ!ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩ. At the sametime,
a refurbishedA-block was delivered back to us with a brand new
canteen,able to seat far more pupils eagerto get a hot meal, new
drama facilities, new Englishclassrooms,a new media suite and a
significantly improved area for LearningSupport. I have no doubt
that these state of the art facilities will support us in our aim to
deliveranoutstandingeducationto all of our pupils.

Onour return in September,we were alsobuoyedby the sightof the
new MascallsUniform, introducedin years7 and 9, which hasbeen
embracedbyour pupils,parentsandthe localcommunity.

Finally, the launch of the SLG(SIMsLearningGateway),which has
replacede-portal, and Showmy Homeworkwill further support our
ability to communicate effectively with our pupils, parents and
stakeholders. I am confident in stating that these fundamental
changes,together with the hard work anddedicationof my staff will
result in anextremelysuccessfulyearfor all at Mascalls.

Mr W. Barnett
Principal

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ΨƭƛƪŜΩ ƻǳǊ 
Facebook page for day 
to day announcements 
and up to the minute 
news!

For our latest news and bad weather arrangements visit our 
website,  Facebook page or listen to Kent radio stations:-

KMFM (96.2/101.6 FM for West Kent or 105.6 for Maidstone) 
www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk
Heart FM (103.1/102.8 FM) www.heart.co.uk/kent
BBC Radio Kent (96.7/104.2 FM) ww.bbc.co.uk/kent

Back to School

Mon 2 Nov

Week 2





Sir Geoffrey Leigh Welcomes 
Mascalls

MascallsAcademyis the latest schoolto join the LeighAcademiesTrustand waswarmly welcomedto
the familyof academiesby SirGeoffreyLeigh. SirGeoffreyunveiledthe plaquethis term andtoured the
academyaspart of a wider visit to the LeighAcademiesTrust.

Stuart Reeves,ExecutiveDirector of the Leigh AcademiesTrust, Central Kent Regionsaid, 'We are
delightedthat MascallsAcademyhasbecomepart of the Trust. With mounting financialpressureson
schoolsin England,coupled with the relentlessdrive to improve standards,we know that we are
strongertogetherandlook forward to developingour networkof schoolsevenfurther.'

WayneBarnett,Principalof MascallsAcademyadded,'We look forward to all the benefitsour pupilswill
receivefrom this supportiveand innovativepartnership. Mascallsis alreadya great schooland being
part of LATwill onlyaccelerateour progress.'

Sir Geoffrey Leigh was Chairmanand ManagingDirector of Allied London Properties PLCand he
supportsmany charities. He was the sponsorof the original LeighCity TechnologyCollegein 1990
whichbecamethe leadAcademyin the Trust.

LeighAcademiesTrustis a multi academytrust providingexcellentlearningopportunitiesfor over 5000
children in a variety of secondary,primary and specialschoolsand within a University Technology
College.

StuartReeves
ExecutiveDirector
LeighAcademiesTrust
CentralKentRegion



Sport News
See the school website for fixture dates

Rugby off to a great 
start in this world cup 
year with year 7s 
playing in their new 
shirts sponsored by 
Tonbridge Juddians
RFC. Training on 
Wednesdays after 
school with RFU 
coaches.

Cheerleadinghascontinued to be a main focuswithin
the PE Department extra curricular programme. We
have had around 50 girls turning up to training every
week, practicing basic motions, gymnasticsskills and
stunting techniques. We have now finalised stunt
groups,creating10 groupswho are now readyto begin
competitionpreparationafter half term. We are aiming
to developtwo squads,with the hope of both squads
competing in upcoming events and build on the
previoussuccessof MascallsAllstars.

On Wednesday7th October, MascallsAllstars took
part in a training sessionwith external cheer coach,
JoeyGamper. Thegirls were put through their paces
in a mock professionaltraining session,learningnew
skills and stunting techniques. Thissessionwas hard
work but the first of a few which will happen
throughout the year, preparing the girls for their
competitionsat the start of 2016.
MissMcWhinney, PETeacher

We havehadan incrediblestart to the netball seasonat
MascallsAcademy.

The club has grown in numbers,with a huge intake in
Year 7s allowing us to create two teams, Topazand
Sapphire. One team is representing the academy in
league fixtures, growing from strength to strength,
improvingeveryweekwith two winsalreadyunder their
belt. Our second team is working hard in training
sessionsin preparationfor their first friendly fixture, as
well as a local schoolstournament at the beginningof
2016.

Our Year 8-11 teams have shown fantastic leadership
skills both in training and at fixtures. Many of these
studentsare leadingclub on a Wednesdayafter school,
growing in confidence as well as strengthening their
knowledgeof the sport. In additionto this, severalof our
girls are either preparing for, or are already qualified
umpires, taking on these roles in league fixtures
throughoutthe term.

If any students are interested in joining Netball club,
pleasecome and speakto either Miss Johnsonor Miss
McWhinney in the PE Department. We have several
fixturesorganisedfor next semesterand look forward to
buildingon the successeswe havesofar thisyear.

Rugby

Cheerleading Netball
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Thank you! Fund raising

A huge thank you to all our year 7s, year 9s and
SixthFormwho helpedmakethe open eventsthis
term so successful. Over 1,000 families came to
exploreour school.

Southern Water Winners!

Year9 studentsAlfie Halland ConnahBakerrepresented
MascallsAcademyon Fridayafternoon at the Water Aid
Supporters Event in London. They talked to a large
audienceabout winningthe recentSouthernWater Aqua
InnovationProjectwith theirά.ƛǊŘ¢ƻŀǎǘȅέinventionand
answeredquestionswith great confidence. A very proud
momentfor Mascalls,Welldoneboys!

Love this pic of our students promoting race for life

in secondary schools for Cancer Research. Hoping

the PE department will be signing us up to take part

in this again after our students raised over £5k this

year!

Thank you and well done to all our students and

staff who made the Macmillan coffee morning and

cake extravaganza such a success! Great cakes,

great atmosphere and what a fantastic example of

the ethos of our school!

Race for Life!

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǉǳƻǘŜΥ Ψ¢Ƙŀƴƪ you for an excellent open evening. 
The students did very well talking in front of everyone 
and gave so much honest information. The school looks 
outstanding. My daughter does not want to look 
anywhere else Mascalls all the way for her. Thank u 
again to the staff and pupils for a great view of the 
SchoolΦΩ



Year 10 Spanish 
Exchange

After long weeks of planning and excitement,
our students have finally met their Spanish
partnersΧ

Everystudent took part in all activitieswhich
included gorge walking, raft building/
kayaking, sealevel traversingand the testing
walk up Mount Snowdon. Studentsworked
incredibly well within their teams and
supported one another whilst showing
outstandingresiliencetowardsall challenges
they cameacross. Thestudentswerea credit
to the school,their parentsandthemselves.

Mr Farr
Geography Teacher & Head of Westwood LC

Year 10/11 

Geography Trip



Governors News

Thesummerwastakenup with finalisingthe legalitiesfor transferto join LeighAcademiesTrust(LAT)and
from 1st Septemberwe formally becameMascallsAcademy. Aspart of the Trust,our Boardof Governors
now includestwo new membersςFayeMcGill,Principalat LeighAcademyandGeraldineAllinson, CEOof
the KM Group. Theirinput both educationallyandfrom the businessworld, will be greatlyvaluedworking
with the existingBoardto ensureall studentsat Mascallsreceivethe bestpossibleeducationandprovision
for the future.

Great changesare taking placethis comingyear with the new Progress8 and Attainment 8 assessment
system being instigated and Wayne Barnett, Principal has already spent some time with Governors
outliningwhat thismeansandthe impactthe changesareexpectedto haveon studentresults.

Therewere someexcellentresultsfrom the summerexaminationsbut work continuesapaceto build on
these foundations for even better educationaloutcomesin 2016, and staff and students have hit the
groundrunningto get thingsoff to a flyingstart.

Governorshavethis year been alignedto specificmembersof the Leadershipteam and subjectareasto
analysedata, progressand measurethe impact of interventions. This enablesus to actively provide
supportandchallengeto the SeniorLeadershipTeam,StaffandStudentsto ensurethat everythingis being
doneto ensuresolideducationalfoundationsandopportunitiesfor all students.

In addition to the monitoringof academicstandards,we havegovernorsresponsiblefor Finance,Property,
Marketing,Data,Pupilpremium and SEN/Childprotection. Aspart of LAT,the ViceChairalsosits on the
Trust ResourcesCommitteeand the Chairis on the Trust Board. Thisprovidesthe opportunity to share
ideasandexperiencesacrossthe Trustfor the benefit of all the academies,includingMascalls.

Thenew schooluniform looksextremelysmartandwascommentedon by SirGeoffreyLeighin his visit in
earlySeptemberto officiallywelcomethe schoolinto the Trustfamily. Thenew Year7s who attendedthe
openingwere confidentand articulate in discussingtheir first coupleof weeksin the school. Astheir first
half term in secondaryeducationapproaches,we trust they havesettledin well andareenjoyinglife atάōƛƎ
schoolέ.

The refurbishedA block was signedoff just before the end of the summerholiday and whilst there are
somefinal finishesto be carriedout over the half term holiday,the new kitchens,performanceareaand
SENdepartment,togetherwith the refurbishedclassroomshaveprovidedall studentswith someexcellent
newfacilities.

We look forward to hearingthe progressstudentshavemadeduring the first half term at our meetingin
NovemberandGovernorswill be in schoolin the next coupleof monthsto visit classes,assessthe progress
beingmadeandtalk to the children. Doaskyourchildrento stopandhavea chatwith us.
With bestwishesfor a relaxingandenjoyablehalf term break.

KateMerrin
Chairof Governors
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Key Dates (parent evenings, mock exams, open events etc) 

for 2015/16 are available on the school website

AUTUMN TERM 2015

Staff Training Days Tuesday 1st September 2015 - students do NOT attend

Year 7 & 12 only return Wednesday 2nd September 2015

All students return Thursday 3rd September 2015

Staff Training Day Monday 5th October 2015 ςstudents do NOT attend

School closes for Autumn 

Holiday

Friday 16th October 2015

Autumn Half Term Holiday Monday 19th October ςFriday 30th October 2015

Students return Monday 2nd November 2015

Staff Training Day Friday 27th November 2015 ςstudents do NOT attend

School closes for Christmas 

Holiday

Friday 18th December 2015 ςschool closes at 12.30pm

Christmas Holiday Monday 21st December 2015 ςFriday 1st January 2016

SPRING TERM 2016

Students return Monday 4th January 2016

School closes Friday 12th February 2016

Spring Half Term Holiday Monday 15th February 2016 ςFriday 19th February 2016

Students return Monday 22nd February 2016

Good Friday (Bank Holiday) Friday 25th March 2016

Easter Monday (Bank 

Holiday)

Monday 28th March 2016

School Closes for Easter 

Holiday

Thursday 24th March 2016

Easter Holiday Tuesday 29th March ςFriday 8th April, 2016

SUMMER TERM 2016

Students return Monday 11th April 2016

May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2016

School closes for Spring 

Holiday

Friday 27th May 2016

Summer Half Term Holiday Monday 30th May ςFriday 3rd June 2016

School returns Monday 6th June 2016

School closes for the SummerFriday 22nd July 2016 ςschool closes at 12.30pm

Staff Training Days Monday 25th July & Tuesday 26th July ςstudents do NOT attend

Summer Holiday Monday 25th July ς29th August 2016

AUTUMN TERM 2016

Staff Training Day Tuesday 30th August 2016 ςstudents do NOT attend

Year 7 & 12 Return Wednesday 31st August 2016

All students return Thursday 1st September 2016



Parent View

Parents and carers can give their views of our school at any time of the school year and at the time of
a school inspection using an online questionnaire called Parent View.

When our school is notified of its next Ofsted inspection, parents will be invited to give their views
about the school to inspectors using the Parent View online facility as this has replacedOfstedôspaper
questionnaire. Pleasemake sure we have your most up-to-date contact details.

Please register with an email address and a password at https ://parentview .ofsted .gov .uk . Once
your login has been activated, it only takes a few minutes to complete answers to 12 short questions
about aspects such as bullying, the quality of teaching, level of homework, etc.

Your views are important in helping inspectors make a decision about our school, and to help us know
what is going well and what could be improved.

If you do not have a computer or an email address or if you would like help to use Parent View, please
come into school and ask at reception

This term Robin Gibson and cameraman 
Ben were at the gallery filming for BBC 
South East Today. The programme aired 
on 14 October and showed the current 
Julian Perry exhibition that runs until 12 
December.  

Details can be found on 
www.mascallsgallery.org.uk

Mascalls Gallery

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/



