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Writing Your Personal Statement




Where are we?

A Train to London in 1 hour 5 min

A Drive to Birmingham in 1 hour

Leicester

o
Birmingham

A Train to Leeds in 2 hours
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Threequickque st i ons e

How many applicants plagiarised in
their personal statement in 20157
A. 1,722 B. 13,568 C. 29,228

How many applicants started their
personal statement in 2015w i tHor aé
long as | can remember, | have been

Il nterest?ed 1 néod

A. 54 B. 1,451 C. 2,701

How many people applied to UCAS in
20167
A. 47,900 B. 519,721 C. 593,720
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Writing your personal statement

A Re-cap of UCAS process
A Do personal statements really matter?
A What does a good personal statement look like?

A Have you got any hints and tips to help me?
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Recap of the UCAS Process



A UCAS - Universities and Colleges Admissions Service

A Works closely with universities and colleges

UCAS
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A Holds over 50,000 courses
I Course search
I Links to HEI websites
I Entry profiles
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Corporate Connect
At the heart of

connecting people
to higher education

After GCSEs Conservatoires

Find a course Apply and Track Finance and support

Getting started

A If you received all your decisions by 7 May, you must reply by 4 June
£\ UCAS Track will be unavailable from 5 to 7 June -R re

i Find out more

2. Find a course

1. Getting started

How to choose between similar
courses and unis

The undergraduate experience .

Thinking about uni?
Browse through our search tool
What to study

Visit unis and colleges
International and EU students

Information for parents

Teacher Training

3. Apply and Track
Filling in your application
Writing a personal statement
Interview invitations

Tracking your application

Next event:

Postgraduate

\

North West Wales higher education c.

Bangor, 8 Jun 2015 - More events

Not sure

4. Finance and support
Tuition fees and student loans
Extra funding

Getting student support

Students' unions

Q
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Key facts

A Application is all online

A First thing anyone reading your application will see is your email
address

blondebimbo@

little_ mix_are hot@

abigbutt@
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Key facts

A Apply for a maximum of five courses
I Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry (4 choices)
I Can apply for either Oxford or Cambridge

A Application fee
I £13 for one choice
T £24 two+ choices

AUniversities candt see what
ot her courses youobve applied to
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The UCAS time-line

October January

‘

YIR2K

April /May

t

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4: Step 5:
Choosing Apply Offers Decisions Results
courses
_ 15" Oct Conditional Firmaccept Confirmplace
Websites - "
Oxbridge Unconditional  Insuranceaccept
Prospectuses : . . .
Opendays Dentistry Reject Decline Clearing /
Medicine Interview? Adjustment
Vet Science
UCAS Extra
150 Jan

Everyone else

1

Step 6:

Start
University
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Do personal statements really matter?



Personal statements: do they matter?

A Vital for some courses

A Important for others

A Relevant at the margin for others

A Always just one part of the selection process
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Mechanisms to select

A Predicted grades A Generic admissions tests
A GCSE achievement A UMS marks
A Extended project A Access schemes (RO / LEAP)

A Personal statement

A UCAS reference

A Subject-specific admissions tests
A Interview

A Audition

A Portfolio inspection

A Essay / assignment
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Who decides?

A Academic staff
A Departmental administrators

A Central administrators

How do they decide?

A Own personal judgement

A Check-list of criteria
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Why Is it used?

A Assessing commitment
A Show work experience / interests
A Why you may have decided to take a gap year

A Assess your ability to write effect

UNIVERSITY OF
LEICESTER



Remember

A 1t can ONLY be 4000 characters (or 47 lines)

M-

ASo dondot try and w
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UCAS similarity detection service

A Itis a PERSONAL statement
A Statements checked against a library and web
A Applicants and Universities notified

A Decision taken by University
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What does a good personal
statement look like?



Structuring your personal statement
Areas of interesté

A Subject interest
A Work experience
A Extra-curricular activities / hobbies and interests
A (Gap year)

A Career

A Achievements
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Subject interest

A Why have you chosen to apply for that
subject / subjects?

A Why does that subject / subjects interest
you?

A Do you have evidence that you
understand what is required to study the
course?

A What are you currently studying or
have studied?

A Why do you want to go to University?
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