
Writing Your Personal Statement 



Where are we?

ÅTrain to London in 1 hour 5 min

ÅDrive to Birmingham in 1 hour

ÅTrain to Leeds in 2 hours

London

Birmingham

Leeds

Leicester



Three quick questionsé!

How many applicants plagiarised in 

their personal statement in 2015?

A. 1,722 B. 13,568             C. 29,228

How many applicants started their 

personal statement in 2015 with óFor as 

long as I can remember, I have been 

interested inéô?

A. 54              B. 1,451             C. 2,701

B. 1,451

C. 29,228

How many people applied to UCAS in 

2016?

A. 47,900        B. 519,721        C. 593,720

C. 593,720



Writing your personal statement

ÅRe-cap of UCAS process

ÅDo personal statements really matter?

ÅWhat does a good personal statement look like?

ÅHave you got any hints and tips to help me?



Recap of the UCAS Process



The application process

Å UCAS - Universities and Colleges Admissions Service 

Å Works closely with universities and colleges

Å Holds over 50,000 courses

ï Course search 

ï Links to HEI websites 

ï Entry profiles





Key facts

Å Application is all online

Å First thing anyone reading your application will see is your email 
address

blondebimbo@

little_mix_are_hot@

abigbutt@



Key facts

Å Apply for a maximum of five courses

ï Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry (4 choices)

ï Can apply for either Oxford or Cambridge

Å Application fee

ï £13 for one choice

ï £24 two+ choices

Å Universities canôt see what 

other courses youôve applied to



The UCAS time-line

Step 1:

Choosing 
courses

Now

Step 3: 

Offers

October January April /May August October

Step 2: 

Apply

Step 4:

Decisions

Step 5:

Results

Step 6:

Start 
University

15th Oct

Oxbridge

Dentistry 

Medicine 

Vet Science

15th Jan

Everyone else 

Conditional

Unconditional

Reject

Interview?

UCAS Extra

Firm accept

Insurance accept

Decline

Websites
Prospectuses 

Open days

Confirm place

Clearing /

Adjustment



Do personal statements really matter?



Personal statements: do they matter?

ÅVital for some courses

ÅImportant for others

ÅRelevant at the margin for others

ÅAlways just one part of the selection process



Mechanisms to select

ÅPredicted grades

ÅGCSE achievement

ÅExtended project 

ÅPersonal statement

ÅUCAS reference

ÅSubject-specific admissions tests

ÅInterview

ÅAudition

ÅPortfolio inspection

ÅEssay / assignment

ÅGeneric admissions tests

ÅUMS marks

ÅAccess schemes (RO / LEAP)



Who decides?

ÅAcademic staff

ÅDepartmental administrators

ÅCentral administrators

How do they decide?

ÅOwn personal judgement

ÅCheck-list of criteria



Why is it used?

Å Assessing commitment

Å Show work experience / interests

Å Why you may have decided to take a gap year

Å Assess your ability to write effectively  



Remember

ÅIt can ONLY be 4000 characters (or 47 lines)

ÅSo donôt try and write a novelé 



UCAS similarity detection service

ÅIt is a PERSONAL statement

ÅStatements checked against a library and web

ÅApplicants and Universities notified

ÅDecision taken by University



What does a good personal 

statement look like?



Structuring your personal statement

Areas of interesté

ÅSubject interest

ÅWork experience

ÅExtra-curricular activities / hobbies and interests

Å(Gap year)

ÅCareer

ÅAchievements



Subject interest

ÅWhy have you chosen to apply for that 

subject / subjects?

ÅWhy does that subject / subjects interest 

you?

ÅDo you have evidence that you 

understand what is required to study the 

course?

ÅWhat are you currently studying or 

have studied?

ÅWhy do you want to go to University?


