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Dear parent/carer, 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well and that you have had, albeit different, a relaxing 
Christmas break.  Following yesterday’s announcement by the Secretary of State for Education the 
start of the spring term now looks a little different.  As an academy, we want all of our students 
back, we also want all children and adults to be safe, and the infection rate to come down.  It is not 
simply a binary decision, and that is okay.  For now, the start of the new term is detailed below: 

 
Week beginning 4th 
January 

Week beginning 11th 
January 

Week beginning 18th 
January 

All years – INSET day 4th January  
Exam years (11 and 13) Remote learning 

(from 5th Jan) 
Return to academy Continue in 

academy 
Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 Remote learning 

(from 5th Jan) 
Remote learning Return to academy  

Vulnerable and Key 
Worker students* 

Return to academy Continue in 
academy 

Continue in 
academy 

 

You will notice that we have included an extraordinary INSET day on Monday 4th January with 
remote provision beginning on Tuesday 5th January.  This is to ensure that we can deliver demands 
of the last minute announcements to make mass testing available for all students at the start of the 
new term, also an opportunity for staff to decide on priority curriculum content for our examination 
years now that the government has delayed their return by a week.  

Students are to log into their Google Classrooms, where possible, live and in line with the normal 
academy timetable from 9am from Tuesday 5th January.  Content will be made available for those 
(particularly in year 8 and 9 where delivery of Chromebooks has yet to be completed) in the 
classroom where it has not been possible.  Registers will be taken in each classroom and via the 
completion of tasks.  Our online learning portal is available here, complete with classroom codes and 
additional advice and guidance. 

For some time, Mascalls has been preparing through our digital strategy the ability to be flexible in 
our transition between face to face and online learning.  We stand absolutely ready to ensure that 
our students experience the best provision possible both remotely and face to face in this 
challenging time.  Planning is also well underway to deliver on the Government’s promise to make 
testing available to all students on site, we are confident that we will be able to do so.  I will write to 
you again shortly to detail those arrangements. 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/mascallsacademy.org.uk/mascallsonlinelearning/home


 
 

 

 

Key Worker and vulnerable students 

If you feel that you would require your son or daughter to attend the academy as you fall into the 
government definitions for vulnerable or key workers (found here), this will be available from 
Monday 4th January as planned, please inform us of attendance using the form below: 

https://forms.gle/byXEcbDpkPB7jZcL9 

January examinations and mock exams 

If you have a pubic examination scheduled, this will continue as arranged.  Mock examinations for 
years 11 and 13 will be postponed, further information on mocks will be provided in due course.  In 
the meantime, students should continue to revise previously covered content alongside their live 
remote lessons.  Students should arrive for public examinations as planned and in plenty of time 
before the start. 

Finally, please try to enjoy the last few days of the break before term begins and we wish you all a 
healthy, happy new year.  As we continue our journey through this pandemic I am confident our 
wonderful young people, incredible staff and parents will ensure, as they have done so far, that our 
students are in the best possible position to continue their progress and make a smooth and safe 
return to us as soon as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr W Monk 
Principal 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://forms.gle/byXEcbDpkPB7jZcL9

